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Congratulations! You have _ taken 
the first big step towards Canadian citi- 
zenship. You decided some years ago to 
make Canada your home, and now you 
want to become a full member of the 
Canadian family. 

There are a few more steps to go 
before you become a Canadian citizen. 
Here are some reminders to help you 
avoid problems that might delay or 
even prevent you becoming a citizen. 


Is your application complete? 


Were you asked to send or bring 
any other document to the Citizenship 
Court such as a birth certificate, pass- 
port, immigration entry card, marriage 
certificate or divorce decree? If so, 
bring it as soon as possible. Your 
application is held up until all the 
needed documents have been seen by 
a citizenship officer. 

Were you asked to bring new photo- 
graphs or the correct fee? If so, do it as 
soon as possible, so that your application 
can be processed right away. 
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Prepare for your hearing 
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Your hearing (or interview)’with the 
Citizenship Judge will take place in 
about three months. (It may be later in 
smaller towns and rural areas.) This is a 
very important occasion. The judge will 
look over all aspects of your application, 
and will speak with you to see if you 
know enough English or French and 
whether you have an adequate knowl- 
edge of Canada as well as of the respon- 
sibilities and privileges of citizenship. 
On this basis, the judge decides if you 
can become a Canadian citizen. 

You should prepare for the interview 
by improving your knowledge of 
Canada and your knowledge of English 
or French. 

The two booklets, “The Canadian 
Citizen” and “A look at Canada,” tell 
you what you should know about 
Canada for the interview. (You should 
have received them when you applied 
for citizenship.) The judge’s questions 
about Canada’s government, history 
and geography and about the respon- 
sibilities and privileges of citizenship 
will be based on these booklets. You 
should read them over until you have 
a general knowledge of what they con- 
tain. You could also get help from 
neighbours or friends to understand 
what the booklets say. You might wish 
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to attend a citizenship class — ask at 
the Citizenship Court or local school 
board about such classes. 

You should be able to speak and un- 
derstand enough English or French for 
everyday activities in your community. 
If you do not know that much English or 
French, ask at the Citizenship Court or 
local school board about language 
classes. And remember, the most impor- 
tant part is to practise your new lang- 
uage—speak it with friends and neigh- 
bours and at home, use it when shop- 
ping, listen to it on radio and television. 


Your hearing will take place soon 


About a week before your hearing 
(or interview), the court will send a 
letter telling you the day, time and place 
to come. Make sure the court can reach 
you. Are the name and address on the 
application form you filled out correct? 
Have you moved since you applied? It 
is extremely important for you to send 
the court your correct, present address. 

You should also tell the court if you 
will be away for a long period in the 
first four months after you apply. If the 
court cannot reach you because you are 
away or because of an incorrect name or 
address, you will not know where and 
when to come for your interview. You 
cannot become a citizen without ap- 
pearing at your interview. 
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The day of your hearing 


This is an extremely important occa- 
sion. This is when the court has arranged 
for you to meet the Citizenship Judge. 
Make every efort to come for your ap- 
pointment. If you cannot come, tell the 
court before the interview and ask for a 
new appointment; this can usually be ar- 
ranged. You cannot become a Canad- 
ian citizen without appearing at your 
interview. 


After a successful hearing — the 
citizenship ceremony 


Most applicants for citizenship are 
successful the first time they try. If you 
have had a successful hearing, then the 
court will send you another letter within 
the next month or two, telling you the 
day, time and place to come for the citi- 
zenship ceremony. (The ceremony may 
take place right after the interview in 
smaller towns and rural areas.) Again, 
make sure that the court has your pre- 
sent, correct address. Let the court 
know if you will be away, or if you 
cannot come to the ceremony for some 
other reason. 

The ceremony is also a very impor- 
tant occasion. This is when you take the 


Oath of Citizenship. You should dress 
appropriately for this solemn event. 

You must take the Oath of Citi- 
zenship to become a Canadian citizen. 
You may either affirm this oath or swear 
it as follows: 


“TI swear (or I affirm) that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second, Queen of Canada, Her 
Heirs and Successors, according to 
law and that I will faithfully observe 
the laws of Canada and fulfil my 
duties as a Canadian citizen.” 


If you wish to swear the oath, you may 
bring a holy book of your religion with 
you, or you can use one of the several 
different holy books that the court has 
for this purpose. 

After you take the Oath of Citi- 
zenship, you are a Canadian citizen. The 
judge will give you your citizenship cer- 
tificate. You can use this official card to 
identify yourself and to prove you are a 
Canadian citizen when, for example, you 
are applying for a Canadian passport. 


Apply again if you are not 
successful 


If you are not approved, the Citi- 
zenship Court will send you a letter 
telling you why you were not success- 


ful. You may apply again for citizen- 
ship whenever you wish. However, 
before doing so, make sure you under- 
stand the judge’s reason for not ap- 
proving your application, so.that you 
can improve your chances at the next 
hearing. For example: 


® Were you a resident of Canada 
for too short a time? Then wait the 
right amount of time before applying 
again. 


@ Do you understand too little En- 
glish or French? Then learn more of 
one of these languages and practise it. 


@ Did you know too little about 
Canada and the responsiblities and priv- 
ileges of citizenship? Then study the 
booklets some more, and get help if you 
need it. You can ask at the Citizenship 
Court and your local school board about 
language classes, citizenship classes, and 
other assistance. 


@® Were you convicted recently of 
a crime, or were you in jail or on 
parole? Then wait the correct amount of 
time before applying again. 


@ Did you fail to appear for your 
interview? Then make sure the court 
always has your correct current address, 
and that it knows if you will be away for 
an extended period after you apply. The 
judge cannot approve your application if 
you do not come to your interview. 
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Your right to appeal 


If you feel that the Citizenship 
Judge’s decision was incorrect, you may 
appeal to the Federal Court of Canada 
instead of simply re-applying. Such an 
appeal must begin soon, within a set 
period of time. The letter from the Citi- 
zenship Court telling you why you were 
not approved, will also say where and 
how soon to write, if you do decide to 
appeal. The Federal Court will expect 
you to meet all the requirements for 
Canadian citizenship, so you must pre- 
pare yourself as you would for the inter- 
view at the Citizenship Court. You will 
have to appear in person before the 
Federal Court Judge. There are strict 
rules to follow, and the process through 
this court usually takes two or three 
months longer than if you re-apply at 
the Citizenship Court. 


* * * * 


Will you be approved after your 
first interview before the Citizenship 
Judge? Most applicants are. Make sure 
that the court always has your current, 
correct address so that it can let you 
know when to come for your interview 
and ceremony. Prepare for the interview, 
and make every effort to come for your 
appointment. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
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